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(Continued from page 143.) 
[Letter to the Agent.] 

W'msb'g, June 16, 1763. 
Sir: 

In our last we advis'd you of ye Rec' of yours inclosing ye 
Merch'ts Memorial together with ye Resolutions of ye Board of 
Trade thereupon. They also were by ye same Conveyance 
transmitted to ye Governor who immediately convened ye 
Assembly,* & in his Speech at ye Opening of ye Session re- 

*The General Assembly met on May 19, 1763. The Governor, Fau- 
quier, addressing the Burgesses, stated that they had been called to- 
gether, before the time to which they had been prorogued, on matters 
of the greatest importance to the trading interest, not only of the col- 
ony, but of the mother country. He reminded them that on a former 
application of the merchants of Great Britain trading to Virginia, he 
had received an instruction from his Majesty that he should recommend 
to the consideration of the Burgesses the best manner of providing for 
the security of the merchants in recovering sterling debts due them from 
the colony. The Burgesses' neglect of this instruction had now drawn 
on them the censure of the Board of Trade. He continued: 
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commended it to them in ye strongest Terms to secure ye In- 
terest of ye British Merchants in such a manner as to remove 
al! future Cause of Complaint. The House of Burgesses pressed 
thereto by ye warm Remonstrances of ye Gov r who in every In- 
stance of his Administration has given proofs of his Zeal for his 
Majestys Service & his Attention to ye Interest of ye Colony & 
at ye same time being desirous of supporting ye Character of 
honest men, proceeded to consider ye Matter complained of, 
but after some days Deliberation & duly examining ye State of 
ye Taxes, which they found fully sufficient to sink ye notes at 
ye respective Periods expressed in ye several Acts of Assembly; 
they were of Opinion that ye Merchants were well secured in 



" I have never yet deceived you, and will not now attempt it; but in 
plain Language inform you that all Endeavour to evade their [the in- 
structions] Force will prove fruitless, and plunge you still deeper in his 
Majesty's Displeasure. It is absolutely necessary that something should 
be done to give the Merchants that Satisfaction for which they call upon 
you, and for which in Case of Failure of Success here, they will call 
upon a higher Power." 

The Governor stated, in conclusion, that he was persuaded that the 
House of Burgesses would do what was proper. He recommended es- 
pecial attention to two things: that care should be taken that the paper 
money be redeemed at the time stated, and that the insolvent law 
passed at the last session be repealed. 

After careful consideration the House determined that the insolvent 
law should be repealed; but that no change should be made in regard 
to paper money, except that measures be taken to insure prompt and 
full collection of the taxes which were to redeem this currency. 

On May 28th an address to the Governor was agreed upon. It begins: 

" Our Dependence upon Great Britain we acknowledge and glory in 
as our greatest happiness and security; but it is not the Dependence of 
a People subjugated by the Arms of a Conqueror, but of Sons sent out 
to settle and explore a new World, for the mutual Benefit of themselves 
and their common Parent. It is a Dependence of a Part upon one Great 
Whole, which, by its admirable Constitution, diffuses a Spirit of Patriot- 
ism that makes every Citizen, however distant from the Mother King- 
dom, zealous to promote its Majesty and the publick Good." 

The journal of the House of Burgesses for this session (the copy in 
the Virginia State Library has been used for these notes) also contains 
a tabulated statement in regard to the paper money of the colony. A 
copy of this table is appended in a note at the end of this article. 
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their property here & consequently had not ye least Foundation 
for a Complaint & indeed they were persuaded that their un- 
just & unreasonable Clamours on this Account took its rise 
from a protest of some of ye Council casting ye most severe 
Reflections on ye Conduct of ye Legislature under a pretence 
that ye Taxes imposed for sinking ye money emitted were in- 
adequate to ye purposes intended. What might induce these 
Gentlemen to blow up ye Coals at that time, we shall not pretend 
to determine but we may be allowed to hope they had no inter- 
ested Views. 

Nothing occurring to ye Assembly whereby they could better 
secure ye Interest of ye British Merchants than they had already 
done, they came to several Resolutions & agreed upon a Repre- 
sentation to his Hon' ye Gov' explaining ye Reasons of their 
Conduct, all which will be transmitted to you. If they should 
be of what end to divert their Lordships from taking ye meas- 
ures with which they in their Resolutions are pleased to threaten 
us, we shall consider it as an happy Event, but on ye contrary 
if they should persist in their Interests & succeed therein we 
may venture to assert that ye Memorialists will in some degree 
feel ye Calamities & Distresses we shall be involved in. 

We have upon another Occasion been very full & explicit to 
you upon ye Subject of paper money, & ye will besides, have 
ye perusal of our Representations to ye Gov' so that we scarce 
think there is a Necessity of adding thereto, but that an Affair 
of such Importance may not be neglected, we shall also transmit 
to you a State of ye Taxes, an exact Account of ye said Judg- 
ments * & of ye Exchange offered by ye General Court from 
April, '57 to April, '63, faithfully taken from ye Records of that 
Court. You will from thence see ye amount of ye said Judg- 
ments which to us appears too trifling to justify an Application 
to abolish paper money, more especially when we consider that 
many of them arise from Bills of Exchange negotiated with ye 
same money. We can with Truth say ye greatest Losses have 
been sustained through ye Ignorance or Inadvertency of some 
Factors who while bringing Suits have too hastily received said 
Debts before ye Exchange was either settled by ye purchasers 



* This account will be published later in this Magazine. 
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of Bills or ye Court. Against ye Misconduct of these Gentle- 
men it is impossible for ye Legislature to provide. A prudent 
Manager would always insist on such an Exchange as would 
purchase a good Bill, leaving that point to be settled when it 
could be done with Certainty. 

Let us suppose that paper money was no legal Tender in ye 
payment of Debts which seems to be ye only thing aimed at by 
ye Merchants, & many your designing men who have large out- 
standing Debts due to them in ye Colony & having sold their 
Goods at a most extraordinary Advance during ye War, are 
now desirous of reaping ye Benefit of a low Exchange. What 
would be ye Consequence to a Country quite exhausted of its 
Specie & when Bills of Exchange are very justly not allowed to 
be a legal tender. Would it not be in ye power of avaricious 
men, determined at all Events to enrich themselves by ye Mis- 
fortunes of their fellow Subjects to take ye most injurious & op- 
pressive Advantage of their Debtors who had not ye power of 
procuring Specie to discharge their Debts ? Would they not 
say when paper money was offered them in Discharge of a 
Debt, that is no legal tender & if I take it I must have 5 for i, 
or perhaps carry it greater Lengths ? And if ye Debtor should 
stand out ye whole Process & suffer him to levy his Execution, 
when ye Estate is seized who are to be ye purchasers ? only such 
as can provide Specie. How few there would be in Number we 
can easily suggest & they would undoubtedly have it in their 
power to combine together & purchase on their own Terms, 
which must inevitably terminate in ye ruin of ye Debtor so that 
possibly a man of ^90,000 Fortune in Land & Slaves owing 
only j£ 1,000, might by these means be reduced to Beggary. 

His Majesty's Revenue of Quit Rents has undoubtedly sus- 
tained great Loss by ye Rise of Exchange & if that should be 
attributed to ye large Emission of paper money, ye Assembly 
may with Justice be exculpated as they have by all their Acts 
provided that paper Money should be no legal Tender in pay- 
ment of Quit Rents. We therefore presume ye Officers of ye 
Revenue have taken paper in payment from a thorough Convic- 
tion that nothing else could be procured. 

The Merchants in their Memorial represent that ye settling ye 
Exchange by ye Determination of ye Judges is a new mode of 



VIRGINIA COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE. 349 

Justice. In Answer thereto we beg Leave to observe that if 
Differences of that kind were submitted to Juries who consist of 
different Men, it would introduce Confusion as there would be 
probably a great Variety of Opinions. It was therefore thought 
more eligible to give ye Courts that power who at ye Conclusion 
thereof have always fixed ye Exchange at ye highest Rate given 
that Court. 

Thus, Sir, we have given you an impartial Account of our 
Situation which will convince you ye Assembly acted prudently 
in adhering to their former Resolutions & however ye Lords of 
Trade may have considered ye matter at ye first View, we are 
not without hopes, that when they again take it into Considera- 
tion they will think it more just that ye Difference of Exchange 
should be settled by ye Determination of disinterested Judges 
than to leave it to ye arbitrary Will of ye Creditor. And we 
are ye more sanguine in our Expectations of ye Alteration in 
their Opinion as we by no Means appear in ye Light of ye 
Northern Colonies who emitted their Money for ye payment of 
their Debts without establishing proper Funds for sinking their 
Notes. His Majesty's Requisition first introduced paper money 
into ye Colonies & had ye Objections been made to it then, that 
now are, we should not only have escaped Censure, but saved a 
great part of ye Exchange we were loaded with during ye War. 
And as we have readily & chearfully complied with every thing 
required of us, & our method of doing it was never objected to 
so long as our Assistance was necessary, it must be very afflict- 
ing to us to find our faithful Services like to be represented to 
his Majesty in such a Light as to draw on us his Displeasure, 
which cannot fail of being attended with disagreeable Conse- 
quences. 



[Endorsement.] 

June 17, 63. Letter in Behalf of the Officers of the Virg* 
Regim'. 

2 Copies prep a & sign'd to be ent". 
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[Enclosure.] 
At a Com. held i6th June, 1763. 

Present: Mr. President Blair, & P. Randolph, Esq", Mr. 
Speaker, Mr. Att°, Mr. Bland, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Nicholas and 
Mr. Burwell. 

The Comm. proposed to write to Mr. Montague purs' to 
Orders of the last Session of Assembly in Answer to the British 
Merch'ts Memorial & the Resolut' of the Board of Trade 
thereon relative to our paper Currency. And a Letter having 
been previously prepared by Peter Randolph, Esq r , & some 
other Members of the Com'ee was read before ye Com. & with 
some Alterations and Amendments agreed to, & is as follows. 
& Sign'd by all ye Mem™. 

Ord" that two fair Copies of ye s d Letter as also of the sev' 
papers therein menti" be prepared to be sent ^ first Op*. 



June 17. 

Present as above. 

The Com'ee, pursuant to an Order of the House of Bur- 
gesses, of Nov r last, prepared a Letter to Mr. Montague, in Be- 
half of the Off" of the late Virginia Regim', which was read & 
approved of, and is as follows. & 

Sign'd by all ye Members present. 



[Letter to the Agent.] 

W°"burg, June 17th, 1763. 
Sir, 

The House of Burgesses have prepared an Address to his 
Majesty in fav' of the Officers of the Virginia Regiment, which 
will be transmitted to you, & you are desired to have it prop- 
erly presented. 

Col° Mercer,* who will deliver you this, was one of those Offi- 
cers, being at first appointed a Captain. But as he soon distin- 
guish'd himself by his Gallant Behaviour, was promoted to the 

*George Mercer, son of John Mercer, of "Marlborough," Stafford 
county, Va. In 1769 he was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of North 
Carolina. 
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Rank of a Lieutenant Colonel, in which office he gain'd univer- 
sal Applause. This Gent, goes home to endeav' to be in some 
Manner rewarded for his faithful Services, & you are desired to 
introduce him properly, & at the same Time to use all your In- 
terest & Influence in his Fav r . Besides this, our Recommenda- 
tion, we doubt not but that his Conduct & Behaviour will be 
such as to entitle him to your Fav r & Protection. 
We are your most Obed 1 Serv lr , 



[Enclosure.] 

[Letter to the Agent.] 

Slaves as Personal Property. 

A. At the Session in November last a Bill passed the Coun- 
cil and Burgesses for declaring Slaves to be personal Estate, to 
which the Governor, when it was offered to him, refused his As- 
sent, being restrained by the Royal Instructions as an Act of the 
same sort formerly passed here had been repealed by his late 
Majesty. Such a Law as this we think would be very beneficial 
to the Colony and all persons trading to it, and that you may be 
able more effectually to solicit the Roial permission to enact it 
we will explain to you the foundation of it. In the 4th of Queen 
Ann, an Inclination to enrich particular families and to prevent 
the Widows from disposing of the third part of their husband's 
Slaves, as they might then do, to strangers, prevailed on the 
General Assembly, by an Act,* to declare Slaves, which in their 
nature are personal, to be real Estate, but with such and so many 
Proviso's and Exceptions as created very great confusion, that 
kind of property being in some respects real, in others personal, 
and in others both real and personal at the same time. 

By that Act Slaves might be sold or alienated, sued for and 
taken in Execution, as chattels, and were not to escheat. They 
were subject in the hands of the Administrator, to the payment 
of Debts, and yet descended to the Heir at Law, who was to 
account to his younger Brothers and Sisters for their proportion- 
able part of the appraised value, except of those alloted to the 

* Hening, III, 333. 
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Widow for her Dower, which he tooke wholy to himself upon 
her death. 

In the first year of his late Majesty's Reign another Act* was 
passed to explain and amend the former. By this the Slaves of 
Wives were vested in the husbands. They were to be given or 
bequeathed as Chattels only, and no remainder could be limited 
of them other wise than of Chattels personal by the Rules of 
common Law. An Infant eighteen years old might bequeath 
them. They were not to be forfeited but in cases where Lands 
and Tenements are forfeited. The value of a mother's Slaves 
dying intestate, except her Dower, was made distributable as in 
case of a Father. It also established a Method of entailing 
Slaves, by annexing them to Lands, but at the same time pro- 
vided that such Slaves might, notwithstanding, be taken in Exe- 
cution for the Debts of the Tenant in Tail for the time being. 
This last Act being intended, as appears by the Title, Preamble 
and some of the enacting Clauses, partly to explain and partly 
to amend the other, occasioned much diversity of Opinion, in 
what instances it should be considered as retrospective to the 
old, and in what as introductive of a new Law, in consequence 
of which many Suits had been brought and contrary Judgments 
were given, even in this General Court, the dernier resort of 
Justice here. It was also thought just that younger children 
should share with the eldest, in the value of the Dower Slaves, 
and of those descended from a colateral Relation as well as from 
a Parent. And the entailing that kind of Estate was found to 
be very inconvenient. They could not always be kept on the 
Lands to which they were annexed without manifest prejudice 
to the Tenant in Tail, because in time they overstocked the 
Plantations, and the same Tenant was often Proprietor of Fee 
simple Lands much fitter for cultivation than those intailed, 
where he could employ his Slaves to greater Advantage, on the 
other hand the settling them on Lands in other counties and 
parts of the Colony far distant from the Courts where the Deeds 
or Wills which annexed them were recorded and the intailed 
Land lie, their mixture with fee simple Slaves of the same Sex 
and Name and belonging to the same Owner, the uncertainty 

* Herring, IV, 222. 
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of distinguishing the offspring from one another, after several 
Generations, no Register of their Genealogy being kept and few 
or none of them having Surnames, these were very great mis- 
chiefs to purchasers and Creditors, who were often unavoidably 
deceived in their Titles and hindered in the recovery of their 
just Debts. And the remedy provided for Creditors was not ex- 
tensive enough, because, as it hath been, from the words of the 
Act adjudged here, the Slaves of the Tenant in Tail indebted, 
could only be taken in Execution in his life time, and were not 
liable to his debt after his death. 

Upon these Considerations the Assembly in 1748, when they 
were revising all our Laws, passed an Act * of the same nature 
with this new for reducing Slaves to their natural Condi- 
tion, and the reasons for it to be transmitted to his Majesty, in 
the usual manner, were prepared by our then Governor, but he 
resigning his Office about that time before the Acts and reasons 
were transmitted and the Government devolving on the hon'ble 
Thos. Lee, Esq'r, the then President of the Council, a professed 
Enemy to the Law, he suppressed the Reasons prepared by the 
Governor, and sent reasons prepared by himself, in order to in- 
duce the repeal of the Act, and even prevailed with the Gov- 
ernor, who passed the Act and who was then in England, to use 
his Interest to get it repealed, And in 1752 the repeal of that 
Law and nine more by Proclamation with the Royal Assent to 
57 others, was notified to the General Assemby who were very 
much ooncerned at it, not only as several of the repealed Laws 
were indeed of great utility, but that those which his Majesty 
approved of should be so fixed by the Royal Assent as to be 
unalterable upon any Emergency without a previous Application 
for leave to amend them, when before that could be obtained the 
purpose of it might often be defeated. They therefore at that 
time in an humble Address and Representation to his Majesty, 
implor'd the Royal permission to re-enact amongst others of the 
repealed Laws, that for declaring Slaves to be personal Estate, 



* Hening, V, 432. Hening gives, in a note to this act, the address of 
the General Assembly to the King, which was adopted in 1752 on receipt 
of the information that nine important acts passed in 1748 had been re- 
pealed by the King's proclamation. 
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and to make such Amendments or other Alterations in the Acts 
assented to as from time to time should be found necessary for 
the public peace, Wellfare & good Governm' of the Colony. 
This general Request was denied, because, as we are informed, 
the granting it was thought inconsistent with the British Scheme 
of provincial Government. But, as we understood, our Appli- 
cations in particular Instances wou'd be listened to, we are en- 
couraged to hope his Majesty will be graciously pleased to allow 
the re-enacting this Law, the only Remedy that can be suggested 
to remove the many Inconveniences attending the present State 
of Slaves in this Colony, which are daily increasing, and must, 
if not prevented, have destructive Effects. B. 



[Enclosure ?] 

B. The Assembly have passed an Act, to add some Members 
to the Committee of Correspondence, a Copy of which is in- 
closed. Mr. Blair, the President of the Council, being one of the 
Gentlemen added, you'll please for the future to address all your 
Letters to him. 

The Assembly have again taken Mr. Abercrombie's Account 
into Consideration, and the Matter being fully explained to them, 
they came to a Resolution to allow him the Charge of One hun- 
dred and forty pounds for his Quietus, and the Governor, Presi- 
dent and Speaker will send proper powers for his obtaining it, 
upon his paying the Ballance due, for which they will draw on 
him. 

We perceive that you very well understand the reasons of the 
act for better enhancing the credit of our paper money, which 
must certainly be attended with the good consequences expected 
from it, and therefore we must again desire you will exert your- 
self in procuring his majesty's approbation -of it. 

(to be continued) 
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NOTE. 

Virginia Paper Currency, 1757-63. 



(From the Journal of the House of Burgesses.) 



Tuesday May 24, 1763. 

Mr. Bland, from the Committee appointed, reported that the 
said Committee had, according to Order, examined into the 
State of the Treasury-Notes emitted, and the several Taxes im- 
posed by Law for sinking the same, and had stated an account 
thereof; by which it appears that the Taxes exceed the Treas- 
ury-Notes issued _£. 1 1452-4-7, to which Sum large Arrears due 
from several Sheriffs, for which Judgments have been obtained 
in the General-Court, are to be added; which he read in his 
Place, and then delivered in at the Table, where it was again 
twice read, and agreed to by the House, as follows: 



Dr. STATE of the TREASURY NOTES emitted, 



To Notes issued in June 1757 

Do. April 1758 

Do. September 1758 

Do. February 1759 

Do. November 1759 

Do. March 1760 

Do. May 1760 

Do. March 1762 



Balance of the Taxes more than the Notes issued. 



/• 179962 
32000 

57°°° 
52000 
10000 
20000 
32000 
30000 



1 1452 




10 



£. 424414-14-7 



And the TAXES for sinking the same. 



Cr. 



1761 May, 
December, 

1762 July, 
November, 



1760 July, by notes burnt, redeemable in 1765, 
November, Do. - - Do. 

Do. - - Do. 

Do. - - Do. 

Do. - - Do. 

Do. - - Do. 

Do. redeemable 1766, 
Do. - 1768 and 1769, 
Do. 1766, 1768 and 1769, 
Do. Do. Do. 

Do. Do. Do. Do. 



Notes in the Treasury, by last Account, to be burnt, 

Do. received since, to be burnt, 

Notes, Part of the £. 57,000 directed to be issued) 

in September 1758, not emitted i 

Do. Part of the ,£.30,000 directed to be issued 1 

in March 1762, not emitted, / 



By a Tax on 120,000 Tithes for 1763, at 45. £.24000 
Do. on 10,000,000 Acres of Land, is. 10000 
Do. 50,000 Hhds. of Tobacco, is. 5000 

Do. Slaves, 2000 

Do. Wheel-Carriages, Writs and Licenses, 2000 



£• 10051 
20678 

9633 

10792 

6821 

16421 

2593 

1634 

1534 

147 

5345 



Collector's Commission, at 5 per Cent. 



Treasurer's Commission, 



43000 
2150 

40850 

93 1 



Taxes for 1764, the same, 
Do. for 176s, Do. 
By Tax on 120,000 Tithes for 1766, at $s. 30,000 
Land Tax, 10,000 

Tobacco, 5,000 

45,000 
Collector's Commission, at 5 per Cent. 2250 



42750 
Treasurer's Commission, at iper Cent. 855 



Taxes for 1767, 
Do. for 1768, 
By Tax on 120,000 Tithes for 1769, at 4.5. 24,000 
Land Tax, 6250 

Tax on Tobacco, 5000 



Collector's Commission, 
Treasurer's Commission, 



35.250 
1762-10 

33487-10 
669-15 



85655 
25574 
24300 

375 

10250 



146154 



399'9 
399 '9 
399 '9 



41895 
41895 
41895 



19 



32817 15 



£. 424414-14-7 



